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Du'a Al-Iftitaah
Allahumma inna aftatihu-l-thanaa'a bihamdik, wa anta musaddidun li-s-sawaabi bi-mannik.  Wa ayqantu annaka anta arhamu-r-raahimeen fi mawdi'i-l-'afwi wa-r-rahmah, wa ashaddu-l-mu'aaqibeen fi mawdi'i-n-nakaali wa-n-naqimah,  wa a'zam-ul-mutajabbireena fi mawdi'i-l-kibriyaa'i wa-l-'azamah.

O Allah, I begin glorifying You by praising You.  You lead us to the truth because of Your kind essence.  I am certain that You are the most Merciful of the Merciful, especially because of Your forgiveness towards us.  However, I am also certain that You punish the wrongdoers severely, and that You have absolute power over everything.

Allahumma adhinta li fi du'aa'ika wa mas'alatik, fa-asma' yaa samee'u mid-hati, wa ajib yaa raheemu da'wati, wa-aqil yaa ghafouru 'athrati.

O Allah, You have permitted me to pray to you, so -- O You Who hears all -- listen to my praise.  O Most Merciful, answer my prayers  O Most Forgiving, end my difficulties.

Fa-kam yaa ilaahi min kurbatin qad farrajtahaa, wa humoumin qad kashaftahaa, wa 'athratin qad aqaltahaa, wa rahmatin qad nashartahaa, wa halqatai balaa'in qad fakaktahaa.

For You have saved me from so many disasters.  You have taken away so many of my sorrows, and you have eased my misery so many times.  You have treated me with so much compassion and freed me from my difficulties.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy lam yattakhidh saahibatan wa laa waladaa, wa lam yakun lahu shareekun fi-l-mulk, wa lam yakun lahu waliyyun min al-dhulli wa kabbirhu takbeeraa.

All praise be to Allah who has neither wife nor children and no partner in His rule and Who needs no one to protect Him.  Praise Him with "Allahu akbar!"

Al-hamdu lillahi bi-jamee'i mahaamidihi kullihaa 'alaa jamee'i ni'amihi kullihaa. Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy laa mudhaadda lahu fi mulkih, wa laa munaazi'a lahu fi amrihi. Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy laa shareeka lahu fi khalqihi, wa laa shabeeha lahu fi azamatihi.

All praise be to Allah in thanks for all of His blessings.  All praise be to Allah Whom no one opposes and Whose will no one challenges.  All praise be to Allah Who created the universe by Himself.  Nothing can match His greatness.

Al-hamdu lillah il-faashi fi-l-khalqi amruhu wa hamduhu al-zaahiri bil-karami majduhu al-baasiti bil-joudi yadahu, alladhiy laa tanqusu khazaa'inuhu wa laa tazeeduhu kathratu-l-'taa'i illa joudan wa karaman, innahu huwa-l-'azeezu-l-wahhaab

All praise be to Allah Whose will is carried out throughout Creation.  His glory shows through His love and kindness.  He gives freely and never runs short of anything to give; instead, the many gifts that He gives only makes Him more generous and noble.  Indeed, He is mighty and giving.

Allahumma inna as'aluka qaleelan min katheerin ma'a haajatin bi ilayhi 'azeemah, wa ghinaaka 'anhu qadeem, wa huwa 'indi katheer, wa huwa 'alayka sahlun yaseer.

O Allah, I am only asking your for a few of the many things I need from you.  You do not need them, but I do, and it is easy for You to give them to me.

Allahumma inna 'afwaka 'an dhanbi, wa tajaawuzaka 'an khatee'ai, wa safhaka 'an zulmi, wa sitraka 'alaa qabeeh-i-'amali, wa-hilmika 'an katheer-i-jurmi, 'indamaa kaana min khata'i wa 'amdi atma'ani fi an as'alaka maa laa astawjibhu minka alladhiy razaqtani min rahmatikwa araytani min qudratik, wa 'arraftani min ijaabatik

O Allah, when You forgive my sins, tolerate my errors, pardon my wrongs, conceal my ugly acts, and overlook my offenses -- both the accidental and the intentional ones -- I begin to think I can ask You for things that I do not deserve, especially since You have sustained me through Your mercy and watched over me with Your power and accustomed me to Your quick response.

Fa-sirtu ad'ouka aaminaa, wa as'aluka musta'nisaa, laa khaa'ifan wa laa wajilaa, mudillan 'alayka feemaa qasadtu feehi ilayk

So I continue to call upon You and trust in You.  I speak to You like someone who is close to me, and I feel neither intimidated nor shy when I speak to You.  Instead, I feel confident that what I have said about You is true. 

Fa-in abta' 'anni 'atabtu bi-jahli 'alayk, wa la'alla alladhi abta' 'anni huwa khayrun li li'ilmika bi'aaqibat-il-umour

And if I do not get what I want right away, I am brought low by my ignorance of You, because it may be that You know that it is better for me in the long run not to get what I want right away.

Fa-lam ara mawlan kareeman asbara 'alaa 'abdin la-eemin minka 'alayya yaa rabb.  Innaka tad'ouni fa-'uwalli 'ank, wa tatahabbabu ilayya fa-'atabaghghadhu ilayk, wa tatawaddadu ilayya fa-laa aqbalu mink ka-anna liya-t-tatawwula 'alayka

So I have never seen a kinder master who is more patient with His difficult servants than You, O Lord.  You invite me towards Yourself, and I turn away.  You show love towards me, and I ignore You.  You show affection towards me, but I do not accept it from You, as if I think I am better than You.

Thumma lam yamna'ka dhaalika min-r-rahmati li wal-ihsaani ilayya wa-t-tafadhdhuli 'alayya bi joudika wa karamik

But that has not stopped You from being kind and compassionate towards me, nor has that stopped You from giving me all of Your bounties due to Your generosity and honor.

Fa-irhaam 'abdaka-l-jaahil, wa jud 'alayhi bi-fadhli ihsaanika innaka jawaadun kareem.

So have mercy upon Your ignorant slave, and be kind to him by Your excellence and goodness.  Truly, You are generous and gracious.

Al-hamdu lillahi maalik-il-mulk, mujri-l-fulk, musakhkhir-ir-riyaah, faaliq-il-isbaah, dayyan-id-deen, rabb-il-'aalameen.

All praise be to Allah Who rules Creation, moves the Heavens, controls the winds, brings the dawn, administers authority, and Who is the Lord of all the worlds.

Al-hamdu lillahi 'alaa hilmihi ba'da 'ilmihi, wal-hamdu lillahi 'alaa 'afwihi ba'da qudratihi, wal-hamdu lillahi 'alaa toul-i anaatihi fi ghadabihi wa huwa-l-qaadiru 'alaa maa yureed.

All praise be to Allah for his lenience despite His knowledge.  All praise be to Allah for His forgiveness despite His power.  And All praise be to Allah for His patience despite His anger since He is able to do whatever He wills.

Al-hamdu lillahi khaaliq-il-khalq, baasit-ir-rizq, faaliq-il-isbaah, dhil-jalaali wal-ikraam wal-fadhli wal-in'aam, alladhiy ba'uda falaa yuraa, wa qaruba fashahida-n-najwaa, tabaaraka wa ta'aalaa.

All praise be to Allah Who created Creation, grants sustenance, brings the dawn, Who holds glory and might and grace and blessings; Who is so far that He cannot be seen yet is so close that He sees everything that is kept secret.  Blessed be He, and most high.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy laysa lahu munaazi'un yu'aadiluhu, wa laa shabeehun yushaakiluhu, wa laa zaheerun yu'aadhiduhu.  Qahara bi'izzatihi-l-a'izaa', wa tawaadha'a li-'azamatihi-l-'uzamaa', fa-balagha bi-qudratihi maa yashaa'.

All praise be to Allah, Who has no one to challenge Him, no one similar to Him, and no one to help Him.  He has tamed the powerful through His might and disgraced the Highty through His greatness.  He accomplishes whatever he wills through His power.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy yujeebuni heena unaadihi, wa yasturu 'alaaya kulla 'awratin wa anna a'seeh, wa yu'azzimu-n-ni'mata 'alayya fa-laa ujaazeeh.  

All prase is due to Allah Who responds to me whenever I call upon Him, covers my shortcomings even though I disobey Him, and gives me even more of His blessings even though they are never enough for me.

Fa-kam min mawhibatin hanee'atin qad a'taani, wa 'azeematin makhoufatin qad kafaani, wa bahjatin mouniqatin qad araani.  Fa-uthni 'alayhi haamidan, wa-adhkuruhu musabbihan.

For how many excellent gifts has He given me, how many terrible dangers has He saved me from, and how many wonderful joys has he granted me.  So I sing His praise and glorify Him.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhi laa yuhtaku hijaabuhu, wa laa yughlaqu babbuhu, wa laa yuraddu saa'iluhu, wa laa yukhayyabu aamiluhu.

All praise be to Allah.  No one can reveal what He has hidden, and no one can lock the door to Him.   No one who seeks Him is turned away, and no one Who has hope in Him is disappointed.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy yu'minu-l-khaa'ifeen, wa yunajji-s-saaliheen, wa yarfa'u-l-mustadhafeen, wa yadha'u-l-mustakbireen, wa yuhliku muloukan wa yastakhlifu aakhireen.

All praise be to Allah Who protects the frightened, saves the righteous, raises the oppressed, humiliates the arrogant, brings down rulers and replaces them.

Wal-hamdu lillahi qaasim-il-jabbaareen, mubeer-iz-zaalimeen, mudrik-il-haaribeen, nakaal-az-zaalimeen, sareekh-il-

mustasrikheen, mawdhi'i haajaat-it-taalibeen, mu'tamad-il-mu'mineen.

And all praise be to Allah Who shatters tyrants, destroys the oppressors, protects the fleeing, punishes the oppressors, assists those who are crying out for help, aids those in need, and stands up for the believers.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy min khashiyatihi tar'adu-s-samaa'u wa sukkaanuhaa, wa tarjufu-l-ardhu wa 'ummaaruhaa, wa tamouju-l-bihaaru wa man yasbahu fi ghamaraatihaa.

All praise be to Allah.  The heavens and their dwellers as well as the earth and its inhabitants tremble out of fear of Him, as do the oceans and the things swimming in its depths.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy hadaani lihaadhaa wa maa kunna li-nahtadiya law laa an hadaanaa Allah.

All praise be to Allah Who has guided us to this, and we would not have been guided had He not guided us.

Al-hamdu lillahi alladhiy yakhluqu wa lam yukhlaq, wa yarzuqu wa laa yurzaq, wa yut'imu aw laa yut'am, wa yumeetu-l-ahyqq'a wa yuhyi-l-mawtaa, wa huwa hayyun laa yamout, bi-yadihi-l-khayr wa huwa 'alaa kulli shay'in qadeer.

All praise is due to Allah Who creates and has not been created, Who sustains and is not sustained, Who feeds and is not fed, Who brings death and life and raises the dead.  He lives eternally and will never die.  In His hand is all good, and He holds power over all things.

Allahumma salli 'alaa Muhammadin 'abdika wa rasoulika wa ameenika wa safiyyik wa habeebika wa khiratika min khalqik wa haafizi sirrik wa muballighi risaalatik afdhala wa ahsana wa ajmala wa akmala wa azkaa wa anmaa wa atyaba wa akthara wa asnaa wa akthara maa sallayta wa baarakta wa tarahhamta wa tahannanta wa sallamta 'alaa ahadin min 'ibaadika wa anbiyaa'ika wa rusulik wa sifwatika wa ahl-il-karaaamati 'alayka min khalqik.

O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad, Your servant and messenger, Your trustworthy and close one, and Your beloved and the best of Your creation.  Send Your blessings upon Muhammad who held Your secret and spread Your message -- more beautifully and more thoroughly and more purely and more and better than You have blessed or graced or had mercy on or been kind to or sent peace upon any of Your servants or prophets or messengers or friends or those whom You honored in Your Creation.

Allahumma wa salli 'alaa 'Aliyyin amir al-mu'mineen wa wasiyyi rasouli rabbi-l-'aalameen 'abdika wa walliyik wa akhi rasouli wa hujjatika 'alaa khalqika wa ayyatika-l-kubraa wan-nabaa'-il-azeem,

O Allah, and send Your blessings upon 'Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, and the successor to the Messenger of the Lord of the Worlds.  Send Your blessings upon 'Ali who is Your slave, Your friend, the brother of Your messenger, Your decisive argument over mankind, Your great sign, and the great news.
Wa salli 'alaa-s-siddiqah it-taahirah Faatimah-al-Zahraa'i sayyidat-in-nisaa'-il-'aalameen, wa salli 'alaa sibtay-ir-rahmati wa imaamay-il-hudaa al-Hasani wal-Husayni sayyiday shabaabi ahl-il-jannah,

And send your blessings upon the truthful, pure Fatimah al-Zahraa, the leader of the women of the world, and upon the two grandsons of the source of mercy, the leaders to guidance, Hasan and Husain, the chiefs of the youth of Paradise,

Wa salli 'alaa a'immat-il-muslimeen 'Ali ibn al-Husayn wa Muhammad ibni 'Ali wa Ja'far ibni Muhammad wa Musaa ibni Ja'farin wa 'Ali ibn Musaa wa Muhammad ibn 'Ali wa 'Ali ibni Muhammad wal-Hasan ibni 'Ali wal-khalaf-il-haadi-il-Mahdi, hujajika 'alaa 'ibaadika wa umanaa'ika fi bilaadik salaatan katheeratan daa'iman.

And send Your blessings on the leaders of the Muslims 'Ali ibn al-Husain, Muhammad ibn 'Ali, Ja'far ibn Muhammad, Musa ibn Ja'far, 'Ali ibn Musa, Muhammad ibn 'Ali, 'Ali ibn Muhammad, Hasan ibn 'Ali, and the last one, the rightly guided Mahdi -- all who are Your decisive arguments over Your servants, and Your trusted ones in Your lands -- with many eternal prayers and blessings.

Allahumma wa salli 'alaa walliyi amrika-l-qaa'im-il-mu'ammal wal-'adl-il-muntazar, wa huffahu bi-malaa'ikatika-l-muqarrabeen, wa-ayyidhu bi-rouh-il-qudusi yaa rabbil-'aalameen.

O Allah, send Your blessings on the leader of Your command, the awaited one who will rise up, and the just one who is expected.  Assist Him with Your angels that are near to You, and help Him with the Holy Spirit, O Lord of the Worlds.

Allahumma ij'alhu-d-daa'iya ilaa kitaabika wal-qaa'ima bi-deenik, istakhlifhu fil-ardhi kamaa istakhlafta alladhiyna min qablihi, makkin lahu deenahu alladhiy irtadhaytahu lahu, abdilhu min ba'adi khawfihi amnan ya'buduka laa yushriku bika shay'an.

O Allah, let him call to Your book and rise up for Your religion.  Establish him in the earth just as You have established others before him.  Put in place for him the creed which You have made him happy with.  Replace the danger he is in with safety as he worships You and does not associate anything with You.

Allahumma a'izzahu wa-a'ziz bih, wa-ansur-hu wa-intasir bih, wa-insurhu nasran 'azeezan, wa-iftah lahu fathan yaseeran, wa-ij'al lahu min ladunka sultaanan naseeraa.  Allahumma azhir bihi deenaka wa sunnata nabiyyika, hatta laa yastakhfiya bi-shay'in min al-haqqi makhaafata ahadin min al-khalq.

O Allah, strengthen him, and strengthen others by him; help him and help others by him; help him with great assistance, and bring him decisive victory.  Grant him authority from You.  O Allah, make your religion and the way of Your prophet known through Him until none of the truth is hidden from any of Your creatures.

Allahumma inna narghabu ilayka fi dawlatin kareematin tu'izzu bihaa-l-islaama wa ahlahu, wa tudhillu bihaa-n-nifaaqa wa ahluhu, wa taj'alunaa fihaa min ad-du'aati ilaa taa'atika, wal-qaadati ilaa sabeelika, wa tarzuqunaa bihaa karaamat-d-duniaa wal-aakhirah.

O Allah, We seek a just state in which Islam and its adherents are honored, and hypocrisy and its followers are humiliated.  Make us callers to Your way and followers on Your path, and grant us the most excellent things of this world and the next.

Allahumma maa 'arraftanaa min al-haqqi fa-hammilnaahu, ma maa qasurnaa 'anhu fa-ballighnaahu. 

O Allah, let us act according to whatever part of the truth You have made us aware of, and bring us to whatever we have fallen short of.

Allahumma almum bihi sha'thanaa, wa-ash'ab bihi sad'anaa, wa-artuq bihi fatqanaa, wa katthir bihi qillatanaa, wa-'a'ziz bihi dhillatanaa, wa-aghni bihi 'aa'ilanaa, wa-aqdhi bihi 'an mughramina, wa-ajbur bihi faqranaa, wa sudda bihi khallatanaa, wa yassir bihi 'usranaa,

O Allah, through him, fix our disorder, unite our flock, end our separation, increase our numbers, bring us out of degradation, free us from misery, take away our debts, end our poverty, and make the difficult easy for us. 

Wa bayyidh bihi wujouanaa, wa fukka bihi asranaa, wanjah bihi talibatanaa, wanjiz bihi mawaa'eedanaa, wastajib bihi da'watanaa, wa-a'tinaa bihi su'lanaa, wa ballighnaa bihi min-ad-dunyaa wal-aakhirati aamaalanaa, wa-a'tinaa bihi fawqa raghbatinaa.

Through him, bring us happiness, and free us from imprisonment.  Let us achieve what we are aiming for and fulfill our promises.  Through him, answer our prayers, and grant our requests.  Through him, give us what we hope for in this world and in the next, and grant us even more than we could ever wish for.

Yaa khayr al-mas'ouleena wa awsa'a-l-mu'teen, ishfi bihi sudouranaa, wa-adhhib bihi ghayza quloubinaa, wa-ahdinaa bihi limaa ikhtulifa feehi min al-haqqi bi-idhnika, innaka tahdi man tashaa'u ilaa siraatin mustaqeem, wa-ansurnaa bihi 'alaa 'aduwwikawa 'adduwwinaa ilaah al-haqqi aameen.

O You Who are the best to ask from and the most openhanded in giving!  Through him, heal our souls.  End the hatred we have in our hearts.  Through him, guide us to what You have chosen for us by Your will.  Truly, You guide whomever You want to the straight path.  And, through him, help us against Your enemies and our enemies, O true Lord.

Allahumma inna nashku ilayka faqda nabiyyinaa salawaatuka 'alayhi wa-aalihi, wa ghaybata waliyyinaa wa kathrata 'aduwwinaa, wa qillata 'adadinaa, wa shiddat-al-fitani binaa, wa tazaahur-az-zamaani 'alaynaa.  

O Allah, we express our sadness to You about the loss of our Prophet (may Your peace and blessings be upon him and his family), the absence of our guardian, our many enemies, our small numbers, the deep strife among us, and the vicissitudesof time. 

Fa-salli 'alaa Muhammadin wa-aali Muhammad, wa-a'inna 'alaa dhaalika bi-fathin minka tu'ajiluhu, wa bi-dhurrin takshifuhu, wa nasrin tu'izzuhu, wa sultaani haqqin tuzhiruhu, wa rahmatin minka tujallilunaahaa wa 'aafiyatin minka tulbisunaahaa.  Bi rahmatika yaa arham ir-raahimeen.

So send Your peace and blessings upon Muhammad and his family, and help us against all of this with a quick victory and just government.  Honor us with Your mercy and Your forgiveness.  By Your mercy, O Most Merciful of the Merciful!
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